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BURLEIGH COUNTY  
HOME RULE CHARTERCOMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
May 30, 2013 

5:15 P.M. 
The Burleigh County Home Rule Charter Commission convened with all members present.   
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Lembke, to approve the April 25, 2013 meeting 
minutes as presented.  All members voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Heinert appeared and presented a detention center update noting the average daily 
prisoner count and the number of Burleigh County prisoners housed in other facilities (14 
today).  Heinert also presented a timeline for selecting an architect and developing plans 
and specs for a new facility to be presented to the County Commission on June 3.   Heinert 
noted a new detention center would house 325-350 inmates for Burleigh County; however, 
if Morton County is included, it could house 425-450 inmates.   Heinert reported that the 
Kimme & Associates final report was completed and sent earlier today.  Heinert concluded 
he would provide more information after review of the final report.  Heinert noted he has 
requested a grant and contract from the US Marshall Service for construction funding.   
 
Chairman Woodcox noted that a decision is needed from Morton County regarding whether 
Morton is interested in a joint facility.  Woodcox noted a decision is needed by July 1, 2013 
in order to move forward with formal construction plans and specifications.      
 
The Charter Commission then reviewed the draft charter.  Auditor\Treasurer Glatt 
explained this Draft incorporates the changes requested at the last meeting including 
language in Article 1 from Ramsey County, MN as suggested by Asst. SA Schwarz better 
explaining how the charter fits with state law.   
 
Comm. Wrangham requested that Article 2, Section 1. Acquire, hold, operate, and dispose 
of property….include specific reference to North Dakota Century Code Chapter 32-15: 
Eminent Domain.   
 
Glatt then noted changes to Article 3, Section 2 changing from 20 days to 10 days for the 
publication and the change to a public hearing for the second reading of an ordinance as 
discussed at the last meeting.  
 
Glatt also explained that additions were made to Article 11 – Amendments and Repeal as 
the charter states “in manner provide by state law” and the new language clarifies this 
requirement.  Glatt continued the only references to statute he could find are related to 
statewide initiative and referral and municipal (city home rule) requirements.  Glatt noted 
two (2) Attorney General’s opinions that state other charters which require 15% of votes for 
Governor to amend or repeal are in conflict with statute which requires 2% of population. 
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Glatt continued he drafted a separate document titled Powers of the People which he 
suggested replace Article 4 - Initiative and Referendum.  Glatt stated this new Article is 
patterned after the City of Bismarck Home Rule Charter and details how ordinances can be 
initiated and referred.  Glatt concluded that although these changes are quite extensive this 
is still a limited home rule charter as the only power is related to ordinances.   
 
By consensus all of the discussed changes were agreed upon and accepted. 
 
Glatt then presented an even more limited Home Rule Charter with the only power being to 
levy a one half of one percent (.5%) sales tax for the construction of a Detention Center 
and demolition and remodeling of the current Detention Center with such tax taking effect 
on October 1, 2014 and expiring when all necessary funds are collected.   
 
Upon question, Asst. SA Schwarz stated he would like an opportunity to review the charter 
and determine if such a charter would meet legal requirements and accomplish what is 
desired.   
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Charter Commission recessed until June 
27, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
________________________     ___________________________    
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer    Jerry Woodcox, Chairman 


